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V O L U M E  2 8  I S S U E  6                                   J U N E  2 0 1 5  

May 30th, 2015 marks the day of my official ordination.  On this day, we will celebrate the official recognition 

of my preparedness to lead a church.  As this day approaches, I’ve been thinking a lot about history.  As  

Christians, we have a long and storied history since Pentecost. Some of the things we’ve done are good, 

some are bad, and some just are.  Ordination, ironically, has been “all of the above,” at least as far as we  

Baptists are concerned.     

The modern term “ordination” comes from the Latin ordo (order, class, rank), and its derivative ordination 

appears to refer in ancient Rome to installment or induction, appointment or accession to rank.  Now the 

church grew quickly in ancient Rome, and there is no denying that Rome influenced the church as the church 

influenced Rome.  Roman society operated on a rank system with each rank being called an order.  You might 

call them the leaders, the warriors and the basic citizen.  Slaves had no standing or rank.  If a citizen were to 

move up in order to leader or warrior, there would be a public service of ordination to signify their elevation 

in rank.  Within the warrior class (army), changes in rank would be done through an ordination process.   

Ignatius of Antioch (~110-130AD) sought to elevate the importance of the bishops over elders and the  

congregations in the early church.  We can thank him for the concept of a single leader for each body of  

worshipers.  Tertullian (~160-220AD) picked up on this and adopted the Roman concept of ordination into 

the church.  Since there are no real examples of services surrounding the elevation of leaders in the church 

from the New Testament, we are led to believe that such activities as the “laying on of hands” came from  

Roman ordinations as opposed to Jewish origin.   

Early Baptist leaders objected to the principle of “elevated” clergy.  Their firm belief in the priesthood of all 

believers directly opposed the idea of a bishop or pastor set above a congregation.  In many of the earliest 

congregations, believers would share the preaching/teaching responsibilities.  They soon discovered that the 

Spirit had not endowed all of the “priesthood” with equal measures of the gift of preaching or teaching.  By 

the 1700’s most congregations viewed ordination as a process of evaluating and ultimately affirming a  

specific call and gifting by God of certain people to be in leadership over a congregation.   

And here I am, looking back at the history of my own life leading up to this moment.  I remember learning the 

stories of the Bible in Sunday School.  I remember climbing the pillars in the basement, and thinking just how 

high they were.  I remember the times where mom was the church janitor and Marty, Randy and I would play 

in the nursery while mom cleaned.  I distinctly remember exploring the effects of static electricity by having 

shock wars with my brothers up there.  The church was such a big part of my childhood that I remember  

having dreams about exploring secret passages that led from attic to the basement storage room.  I was  

baptized here in the Sixth grade, and while I’ve forgotten much of the lessons from my Baptismal Preparation 

class, I still recall the definition of Sin that I was taught there.  In Middle School, Chuck and Glenda Kenyon 

started a youth group with all kinds of fun activities each  

Sunday Evening in the basement of the church.  Later, as I  

entered High School, Ray and Barb Kumpula took over the  
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Men’s Coffee  

Monday Mornings at 6:30 am  

at Coal Creek, 110 Grand Ave   
Church @ First Baptist Church of Laramie 

Youth @1st Baptist Youth Group -Laramie 

   9:30 am  Worship 

   9:45 am  Children’s Church 

 10:45 am   Fellowship 

 11:00 am  Adult Sunday School  

Friends of Christ meet on the stage, studying Seeking a 

Closer Walk with God; with Jackie Carter  

JOY Class in Room 206, Adult Bible class studying God’s 

Prophets Demand Justice  by Judson Press with Bill Carter 

Sunday school will start again in September! 

 

Starting June 7 



Visiting FBC on June 22, 2015 at 5:30 pm 

There will be a Sloppy Joe dinner with for them (that we 

provide, sign up is in the foyer or you can email the 

office to help) and they will give a program on their or-

ganization and what it does.  

Texas 4000 is a community of cancer fighters. Our riders, 

all University of Texas students, are the passionate 

young people at the heart of the organization. They 

train, fundraise, educate, and bring hope to those with 

cancer.  

 

The Texas 4000 family also consists of those who  

support our cause, including our board of directors, 

sponsors, partners at LIVESTRONG and MD Anderson, 

host families, countless donors, and all of our volunteers 

who help make Texas 4000 a reality every year.  

4th of July Picnic  

7:00 pm  

Hamburgers/Hotdogs 

Games & Fireworks!!!  

The church is open for use of any type 

of meetings, parties, weddings,  and 

other events. If you would like to use 

the  building at anytime for an event , 

please let the office know. We will let 

you know if the day you are looking at 

is available . There is also a form that 

needs to be signed.   

If there are children at your event, we need to know 

who is going to be watching them during the event. 

If you need help with childcare during your event, 

let the office know and we can see if any of our 

babysitters are available.  

4K For Cancer Bikers will 

be at First Baptist Church 

on June 30—July 1. 

There will be a program and 

we will have a Sloppy Joe to provide 

them with dinner and be serving them 

breakfast. We will also play games with 

the bikers. Please sign-up to bring a 

dish in the foyer or email the church of-

fice!! Another church is 

helping with the second 

set of meals.  

We are in need of 
some workers to help 
out in the Nursery for 
the Summer. We 
have June covered 

but we need July and August volunteers still.  
If you are willing to help, please contact  
the church office 745-4106 or email  
laramiefirstbaptist@gmail.com or see  Karen 
Steeve. 

Can you find 28 bugs?   



ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING  

Sharing Brings Joy.  

To Us. To Others. To God.   

2 Corinthians 8:13—15,  

Our desire is not that oth-

ers might be relieved while 

you are hard pressed, but 

that there might be equali-

ty.  At the present time your plenty will supply 

what they need, so that in turn their plenty will 

supply what you need. The goal is equality,  as 

it is written: “The one who gathered much did 

not have too much, and the one who gathered 

little did not have too little.” 

 

One Great Hour is a Christian effort to empow-

er, provide water, supply food, and give relief 

from disasters.  

Eppson Center is in urgent need of 

volunteer drivers for their Home 

Delivered Meals Program (Meals on 

Wheels). This can be a wonderful 

continuing mission opportunity for members of your 

congregation that can give an hour out of their day one 

weekday a week to deliver a nourishing meal to our 

home bound community. You wound not only help 

Laramie’s Senior center, but 

you would also be making 

new friends.  

Those who would like to give of their time can call the 

Eppson Center Receptionist at 745-5116. Give them 

your  name, telephone number, and what day(s) they 

would e able to participate. We will contact those in-

terested with further information. We sincerely “Thank 

you” in advance.  

Best Regards, 

Wayne Karberg, Interim Executive Director  

youth group and taught the High School class.   

Sunday evenings youth groups were spent watching 

America’s Funniest Home Videos (with Bob Saget) 

and doing lessons before Sunday Night Football.  I 

think there must have been at least 8 to 10 of us 

there most weeks.   

Sunday School classes with Ray were fine, but most 

of the time John and I tried to distract Mr. Kumpula 

with conversation around football, but eventually 

he’d bring us back to our lesson.  I will credit my 

mom for teaching me to think about God, but I  

credit Ray with initiating my theological thinking.  

One year we did a study of world religions, and that 

series of classes led me to analyze what I believed 

and to evaluate it against what other’s believed.  

Some was good, some bad, and some just was.  

There are a lot of things that led me down this path 

to being a pastor.  No question that God’s plan was 

primary in it, but there was a lot of the church  

surrounding me, teaching me, showing me and  

challenging me along the way.  My history joins the 

history of ordination this week, but it took a lot of 

church to get me there.  It took a lot of church just 

to get me to college!  I suspect most of the people at 

Community Baptist don’t know how much they 

helped me.  God willing, someday you at FBC will be 

remembered by someone else whose history  

connects with ordination as well!  Listen for your call 

to serve this month! 

… Continued from page 1 

The old blue hymnals and the old red 
hymnals are going to be disposed of by 
June 5 to make room for other music and 
VBS needs.  If you would like copies, 
please pick them up Sunday in the social 
hall. If you would like one and will not be 
to church on Sunday please let the office 
know and we will put it aside for you.    



Greeting from Thailand, 

 

As I write this letter we are in our last day of classes.  The seniors are off on their Senior Trip playing for the 

last time together as a class.  We are closing out our third year here in Chiang Rai, Thailand.  This year’s sen-

iors were the first chemistry class that Morley taught.  He has had most of them in 3 years of class, chemistry, 

physics, Earth and space and statistics.  It is exciting for him to see them all leave for college.  Jane had a 

successful year as well,  as she was able to have all the seniors accepted to universities of their choice, receiv-

ing over $200,000 in scholarship support. 

 

We are looking forward to returning to Laramie and enjoying the coolness of Laramie.  We are very thankful 

for your continuing support of prayer as we have experiences many stressful times this past year.   

 

In Christ Love, 

 

Jane and Morley  



 

THANK YOU TO. . . 

Dear FBC,  

    Your support in our Baby Bottle Campaign has 

been amazing and the results were incredible. Thank 

you so much for allowing us to run the campaign in 

your church.  

     The number of lives that will be saved and 

changed though these funds is yet to be seen, but the 

impact will be real. Your congregation was very 

generous with over $48.00 given in support of the 

ministry. These funds will be put to good use glori-

fying God through actions showing His love.  

    We sincerely hope to continue to work together in 

the future to bring these important services to our 

community. If there is anything we can do to make 

the campaign run more smoothly or adjust to work 

more effectively, please don’t hesitate to share. Your 

support is vital to our ministry and your input valued 

highly.  

    Sincerely,  

      Elaine Taylor  

Camp Wyoba Info  

 There are scholarships for all camps! Early  

registration is  already past., BUT you can still  

register with a late fee. More information and 

registration  contact the office.  

 June 5—7  Men’s Retreat 

 June 28— July 1 Survival Camp  

 July 5- 11 Junior Camp (grades 5 – 6) 

 July 12 – 18 Junior High Camp  (grades 7 – 8)  

 July 19 – 25 Senior High Camp  (grades 9 – 12)  

 July 26 – 29 Primary Camp (grades 3 – 4)  

 July 31—August 2 Young Adult Weekend  

 August 7—9  AB Women’s Retreat 

 

Pastor Jeff will be away from the office and pulpit a few 

weeks during the summer, so we will be having some guest 

speakers.  

June 7—Jane & Morley Langdon 

July 5— TBA 

July 12— TBA 

* If you know of someone who would like to fill the pulpit 

please let the office know.  

Looking for:  

 Adult/Youth helpers to supervise crafts: We 

can use folks  who can help 1, 2 or 5 days!   

 Youth helpers: Youth must be 7th grade or 

higher to be a helper!  

 

Donation Needed:  Cheese chunks, Ritz crackers 

and 7 gallons of apple juice for Monday, June 8.  

See Kate Harrop or Brenda Lundblad offer your 

donation, need by June 7. 

 

   June 8—12 from 9 am— noon  

   Theme: Our Hands Are Jesus’ Hands 

 

 

  Children—age 4 by September 15, 2015 through  

 those entering 6th grade in the fall  

There is still time to registrar  $10 per child (includes 

a T-Shirt);  registration online at laramiefbc.org .  

June celebrations 

Birthday 
7—Samantha Dunbar 

23—Lori Gonzales; John Odhiambo 

25—Brenda Luncblad 

 

Anniversaries 

  4—Bruce & Karen Lange 

14—Rick & Joleen Pantier 

15—Dennis & Linda Tanner 

18—Perry & Lori Gonzales 

29—John & Norma Kirkaldie   
 

Please let the office know if we missed your  birthday or  

anniversary so we can add it to our list!  

Isaiah  25:1 



 

FBC Upcoming Events 

Mark Your Calendars 

June 1— 7:00 pm, VBS Meeting for ALL staff & Youth  

June 5—9:00 am to Noon, VBS Work Day  

June 5—5:30 pm VBS Youth Meeting (Pizza!)  

June 8—12, 9:00 am—12:00 pm VBS Week  

June 22—5:30 pm, Texas 4,000 Sloppy Joe Dinner & Presentation 

June 30—5:30 pm, 4K for Cancer Sloppy Joe Dinner & Presentation              

July 4—7:00 pm 4th of July Picnic, Games & Fireworks 

July 5—Camp Wyoba Starts and goes through August 9 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
AN AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCH 

1517 East Canby Street 
Laramie, WY 82072 

laramiefirstbaptist@gmail.com 
www.laramiefirstbaptist.org  

Pastor Jeff Lundblad 
Mary Jean Honeycutt, Music Director 

Sandra Brown, Administrator  and  
Newsletter Editor   

Office Telephone: 307-745-4106 
Hilltop Christian Child Care: 742-2822 

Church Office Hours 
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHEDULE  
Worship  9:30 am  

Children’s Church  9:45 am 
Fellowship 11:45 am  

Adult Sunday School 12:00 pm  
 

Mission Statement: 
To share the Good News of Christ’s 

love—in word and deed!   

Return Service Requested 


