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Due to camps, I didn't get a news letter article done, but I wanted to share some brilliant writing by my friend Zack Jackson.  Zack is a  

Professor, Pastor, Blogger and lifelong Phillies fan.  His blog can be found at http://stainedglasssupernova.blogspot.com/  

Pastor Jeff  

John 3:16... I Do Not Think It Means What You Think It Means  
Quick! Quote a Bible verse! Any verse. What comes to mind? What is the first verse that you remembered? There are 31,273 verses in the 
Bible. Which one came to mind first? 
 
Was it Ecclesiastes 10:19? "A feast is made for laughter, wine makes life merry,  and money is the answer for everything." 
 
Judges 3:21? "And Ehud reached with his left hand, took the sword from his right thigh, and thrust it into his belly. And the hilt also went in 
after the blade, and the fat closed over the blade, for he did not pull the sword out of his belly; and the dung came out." 
 
Luke 14:26? "If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own 
life—such a person cannot be my disciple." 
    
   Probably not! If you are like most people, the first verse that came to your mind was John 3:16… "For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life."  
   That verse has been plastered on more banners, shirts, bookmarks, and Facebook statuses than any other, and with good reason. John 
succinctly sums up the Gospel in a single sentence. Well done, John! He seems like he was a gentle, soft spoken kind of guy who thought 
before he spoke. I like John. However, this verse is perhaps too famous for its own good. It's actually a pretty bad English translation, but it 
has become so firmly entrenched in our collective theology, that most translators won't touch it. What does it sound like to you? "For God 
so loved the world..." What does that mean for you? 
   The Message translates it as "This is how much God loved the world...". The Living Bible translates it as "For God loved the world so 
much..." and the Contemporary English Version says, "God loved the people of this world so much..." 
    We have generally taken the "so" in this verse to mean that God loves us so much. Now, don't get me wrong, that's true! God is your 
biggest fan, but that's not what this verse is saying. To get at the heart of it, we need to look at the verses before... 
   "Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal 
life in him. For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life." 
   The "so" in "for God so loved the world" is the Greek word οὕτως (houtos) which means "likewise" or "in this way". John is saying that 
God loved the world in the same way that God loved the Israelites when they had their snake problems. 
    If you're thinking, "Wait, what snake problems? We didn't learn this in Sunday School. What madness is this?" You're in luck! Let's dive 
in. 
   In Numbers 21, we read a story about the Israelites wandering the wilderness as they were known to do in those days. Also, as usual, 
they weren't happy about it. They were complaining about having boring wilderness food and generally being unhappy about their situa-
tion. Then... suddenly... 
SNAKES! SNAKES EVERYWHERE!  
   It was bad. People were getting bitten by poisonous snakes all over the place. The people were in a panic, so they asked Moses for help. 
God told Moses to make a bronze snake and attach it to a pole. Anyone who was bitten by a snake could simply look at the bronze snake 
and be healed of the poison. God didn't take away the snakes. God didn't automatically cure the people. God didn't give them anti-snake 
spray or send them kevlar pants. No, he had Moses make a bronze snake and everyone who looked at it would be cured of the poison. I'm 
sure there were plenty of people who would have prefered God to simply get rid of the snakes, but God had other plans. 
    Just like the Israelites and their snakes, I would have prefered if Jesus came and got rid of all the evil and suffering in the world in one fell 
swoop. I would love to live in a world without snakes (metaphorically and literally), but that is not how God chose to reconcile the world. 
God chose to leave evil and suffering where it is for now, but to give us a way out if we choose a reconciled relationship with our creator. If 
we choose to look to Jesus, then the poison is cleaned out of our veins and though we still live in a world of snakes, we know that they can 
never destroy us. In this way, we know that God prioritizes relationships over simple problem-solving. Relationships are messy and they 
require multiple independent parties to work. It's always easier to just focus on policies, rules, and utilitarian solutions, but that is not how 
God loved the world. God loved the world in THIS way, that if anyone wants to be saved from the poison in their veins, they can look up at 
Jesus and accept the freedom that comes from a relationship with the risen Christ. He offers no easy answers, no quick fixes, and no paved 
highways to easy living. God didn't love the world in that way. Not yet, at least. God loved the world in a complicated, messy, and relation-
al way. 
   So when you feel the poison of loneliness, isolation, and fear coursing through your veins, do not panic. You are not alone. Because God 
loved the world in THIS way that whoever takes their eyes off of themselves and looks to Him will not be overcome, but will have life and 
have it abundantly! 

http://stainedglasssupernova.blogspot.com/


   9:30 am  Worship 

   9:45 am Kid’s Church   

 10:45 am   Fellowship 

 Friends of Christ meet on the stage, studying Seeking a 

Closer Walk with God; with Jackie Carter  

JOY Class in Room 206, Adult Bible class studying The People 

of God Set Priorities, by Judson Press with Bill Carter 
Sunday school will start again  

Moms, dads, and children of all 

ages are invited to come and enjoy 

an afternoon at the park!  Come to 

mingle with adults while the 

kiddo’s socialized too! Every Tues-

day at 1:30 pm throughout the summer. Meet at the 

Splash Pad at Undine park unless otherwise changed.  

For more information contact the office, 745-4106.  

August  9, 2014 

9:00 am—12:00 pm  

End of summer cleaning! We will be cleaning around the 

church: Education Wing, classrooms, and other areas that 

are needed (if you know of some things that need to be 

done or you would like to see done, please let the office 

know, we are compiling a list).  

Sunday school teachers - please plan to come on August 9 

(or another day if you cannot make that date) to get your 

classrooms ready for Fall classes.  Remember, take down old 

crafts, pictures, posters on the wall.  Put up NEW 

stuff.  Clean off counters of last year's crafts and stuff from 

VBS.  Make your room a place kids would WANT to enter!!  

 We are looking for two pre-school 

teachers.  If God is calling YOU to that 

ministry, please contact Mary Burman.  

 

Kids play date Tuesdays are going to be having 

an End of Summer Bash at Mary Burman’s 

cabin on Saturday, August 23. It will be an all 

day event  and you can come and go as you 

please. We will meet at the church at 9:30 am 

(if you need directions, or you can get a copy 

anytime before that). There will be a BBQ  

potluck  (so bring a dish to share), games,  

treehouse fun, sandbox , a scavenger hunt, 

panting, s'mores and more!  

Everyone  is invited! If you do plan on going 

please let the office know so we make sure we 

have enough food!  



THANK YOU TO. . . 

. . .  Those who helped and came to the 4th of 

July BBQ 

. . . Special THANKS to ALL who helped  

welcome the 4K Bikers from Baltimore-Seattle 

Ride for Cancer.  We appreciated the greeters 

those who provided showers,  the cooks, the 

servers, the clean-up crew, the breakfast crew 

and those who visited with the bikers. 

. . .  Those who helped with the Minnesota  

Mission Youth Group  

 

 

Dear VBS, 

On behalf of Interfaith Good Samaritan than k 

you for both your monetary  

donation but also the food & diapers. Please 

also thank everyone involved in the can collec-

tion. We benefitted from your hard work.  

We truly appreciate your support & willingness to share 

with people in need.  

Best wishes,  

Sandy Ksri, Treasurer  

 

 

Thank you for your help with the 

Cub Scout Day Camp 2014!  (See 

display on table outside of the 

office).  

Thank you so much for 

your support of the                

4K for Cancer Portland 

Team.  

Thank you for letting us use your building July11, 19 

from the Youth Mission Team from Minnesota.  

If you are interested in being  

a delegate please let the  

office know.  



Amber Hines  

Jack Lundblad 

Zane Lundblad 

Steve Secrest  

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord,  
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  

Jeremiah 29:11  

Once again we are collecting items for the UW International  

students. New international students at UW often cannot bring the 

household essentials for their kitchens, bedrooms, etc., with them 

when they travel. Through the generosity of UW and the Laramie  

community, students are able to gather the items they need  

without having to purchase everything to start their new homes in  

Wyoming.  

Items they can use include: dishes, pots and pans, sheets, bath  

towels, small furniture items, clocks, blankets, etc.  Bring your good 

used items to the blue tub under the coat rack at the south door.   

Christy and Russ Oliver are organizing this local mission. Contact them 

or the office for more information. 

We need all the items before August 17, 2014  



Aug 3, 2014 during Fellowship 

Jane and Morley Langdon will 

have a presentation about their 

Mission in Thailand  

Greetings from Green Lake Conference Center.  This letter is being composed 
as we are attending the World Mission Conference in Green Lake, Wisconsin, 
celebrating 200 years of mission endeavor by American Baptists.  Adoniram 
and Ann Judson left the United States being sent by Congregational churches 
to India but on the journey became Baptist. They had to find another place to 
work.  So they traveled to Burma and began their work for Christ in July of 

1813.  They needed support to remain in Burma so Luther Rice, a colleague, returned to the United 
States and began to contact Baptist churches.  As result of this work the “General Missionary  
Convention of the Baptist Denomination in the United States for Foreign Missions “ was organized in 
1814 to support the Judson’s in Burma.  As this endeavor continued missionaries were sent to  
Africa, Europe and to the American West.  In the second half of1800’s the Chapel Car missionaries 

where sent to frontier towns out west to support and plant new churches along the railroad lines. 
 

Today over 4000 American Baptist Foreign Mission Society has sent out missionaries.  With these 
missionaries, local churches and Baptist societies have been form around the world. At this  
celebration over 100 representatives from these groups are present which brings a very delightful 

diversity to the gatherings.   
 

As American Baptist celebrate 200 years of mission outreach, AB Foreign Mission Society has 
brought together all the missionaries for this celebration to develop and call forth new missionaries 
and new priorities for the next century of missionary work.  The call has gone out for new  
missionaries to preach the Good News to those who have not heard the message of Jesus Christ 

and to bring a new sense of justice and reconciliation to our broken world. 
 

It has been an exciting time to be here in Green Lake as the future of our mission endeavor is envi-
sioned.  As we return to Chiang Rai International Christian School on August 5, we ask you to renew 
your effort to pray for our continuing ministry to support and educate the children of missionaries and 

local Thai and tribal students. 
 

In mission of Christ,   Jane and Morley Langdon 

July 31 Mission Fundraising Supper  in the  
Fellowship Hall, For the Science Curriculum 
Project Chiang Rai International Christian 
School, Chiang Rai, Thailand.  Sponsored 
by Rev. Jane and Morley Langdon.  

Supper  5:30 to 6:30 pm; Program 6:30 pm 
to 7:30 pm Everyone is invited to come and 

share in this mission  endeavor.  Please invite your 
friends. More details will be coming in the bulletin 
and emails.  

More information to come. If you 
would like to help us with this  
supper please email the Langdon’s or the office.  



August celebrations 

Sorry we missed your special day: 

Delanie Steeve July 10 

Birthdays 

6– Jane Langdon 

24– Kevin Moe, Carlie Moe 

 

Anniversaries 
7—Eric Moorhouse & Diana Kocornik 

 

Please let the office know if we missed your  birthday or  

anniversary so we can add it to our list!  

Please remember during July & August 
Pray for Camp Wyoba:  

 
 Pray for the campers and leaders to be  transformed into  

passionate, committed followers of Christ. Pray that we will 
help campers begin or grow in a relationship with Jesus Christ.  

 Pray that camp will be a joyful, fun-filled place, that campers 
will make deep and long-lasting friendships and that our  
program will enhance the camp experience. 

 Pray  to protect our camp from illness and injury, and to help 
us create a place that is physically and emotionally safe for all. 

 Pray that our staff would not grow weary, would be able to find 
ways to be replenished and would enjoy their experience at 
camp, so that they can devote themselves to the children in 
their care. 

 Please  pray for camp leaders at all levels, asking God to give 
wisdom to each one. 

 God’s will – We make plans but God decides what will  
succeed, what will fail and even what the weather will be. Even 
though we have our ideas about how camp should go, please 
pray that God’s will be done and that we will align ourselves 
with Him. 

 People by name – Keep any campers, Leaders, and staff you 
know in your prayers while they are at camp, and when they 
return, asking God to use the camp experience in their lives 
and in the world around them. 

 Staff: Eric Moorhouse, Maggie Harrop, Diana Kocornik, 
Kevin Moe, Boone Gladney, Sarah  Lange, Pastor Jeff 
Lundblad, Sylvia Hansen 

 Campers: Zane Lundblad & Dane Oliver  & Harrison 
Steeve (Junior Camp); Ian Lundblad (Jr. High); Jack 
Lundblad & Mandy Lundblad (Senior High); Erica 
Broaddus & Delanie Steeve (Primary)  

August 2 Ministry 

Council will have a  

Retreat at Mary’s  

cabin . The retreat will be to discuss the 

past year and to plan our congregational 

goals for the next year. 

Wyoming Women’s  

Retreat at Camp Wyoba 

August 8-10, 2014 

All Women are Welcome! 

If you are interested in  

going, please let the office 

know  and get registered!  

Registration deadline is  

August 1, 2014! 

Please list these things out as soon as possible, 

then spend the remaining time praying over them, 

asking God to help you see and hear what God's 

concerns are.  Revise your lists as necessary. 

 

1.  List and be prepared to discuss what things 

you or your team were involved with that you felt 

went particularly well or were very blessed by 

God. 

2.  List and be prepared to discuss what things 

you or your team were involved with that you felt 

went particularly poorly or were not blessed by 

God. 

3.  What events or things did not occur that you 

believe God would like us to have done or partic-

ipated in? 

4.  What do you think God is calling us to do in 

the next year? 

5.  What are our strengths as a church? 

6.  What are our weaknesses as a church?  



FBC Upcoming Events 

Mark Your Calendars 

July 31, 5:30 pm: Fundraiser dinner for the Chai Rai International School in Thailand Science program  

August 2, 9:00 am—4:00 pm: Ministry Council Retreat , Mary Burman’s Cabin  

August 3, during fellowship: Mission Report from the Langdon’s 

August 8– 10: Women’s Retreat at Camp Wyoba  

August 9, 9:00 am: Church Clean-up day  

August 23, 9:30 am: End of Summer Bash, at Mary’s Cabin  

September 26-27: The Gathering  
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SUMMER SUNDAY SCHEDULE  
Worship  9:30 am  

Children’s Church  9:45 am 
Fellowship 10:45 am  

Adult Sunday School 11:00 am  
 

Mission Statement: 
To share the Good News of Christ’s 

love—in word and deed!   

Return Service Requested 

Church @ First Baptist Church of Laramie 

Youth @1st Baptist Youth Group -Laramie 

We are now on Facebook!  Sermon’s Online Now 

Check the Facebook page or website ! 


