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In their book Spiritual Leadership, Henry and Richard Blackaby tell the story of a church that was seeking new 

and interesting ways to reach out into the community with the hopes of bringing new families into the 

church.  As the church brainstormed and imagined what they might do, it seemed that God was pushing them 

to host a picnic and invite everyone who lived in the surrounding neighborhood.  The church, in obedience, 

moved forward and had the community picnic with all kinds of food, games and activities.  Guess what?  It 

was a huge success!  Quite a few new families joined the church and everyone in the church celebrated God’s 

providence and guidance.   The next year, when planning the calendar of events, the church leadership  

included the picnic again.  What do you think happened this year?  Believe it or not, it fell flat.  Year three, 

same thing, the church did a lot of work preparing, but with no noticeable impact.  For many more years, this 

church held an annual community picnic with the goal of bringing new families into the church, with no  

noticeable results.  Why?  Why do this year after year?  Simply, it worked once.  The funny thing is that no 

one ever thought to ask God if they should do it in the second year… or in the third, fourth, fifth …   

Study after study of the state of the Christian Church in western civilization is showing that churches are  

closing at an alarming rate.  There are a multitude of reasons this is happening, but I suspect that one is that 

we’ve forgotten to listen for God’s direction before acting.  Are we checking with God  before moving doing 

new things?  Are we asking God if it is time to stop doing things that worked in the past? So the picnic worked 

last year… does that mean God’s telling us to do it every year?  Is it possible that God sometimes asks us to do 

something once, rather than annually?  Are we being led by God, or are we going ahead and encouraging God 

to join us? 

One of the things I like about academia is the process of experimentation.  You form a hypothesis.  Next you 

develop an experiment to test your hypothesis.  After examining the results of the experiment, you may  

adjust the experiment and test again.  You proceed with this process until you can confirm or dispel your  

hypothesis.  Failure in an experiment is simply the closing door of one possible answer to the hypothesis, and 

not something to agonize over.   

So what would it mean if we, the First Baptist Church, began to merge these two concepts?   What if we  

decided to try and listen to God’s leadership for our church and used experiments as a way to develop and 

hone our understanding of God’s direction?  What if we prayed over the events in our calendar, asking God if 

this is still something we should do?  What if we do?  Will it be different than what we’ve been doing?  I don’t 

know that answers for all these questions, but I can promise one thing.  Past results predict future results  

unless something changes.   

 I hope and pray that you will join with me in praying 

over every event and activity of the church this year.  

May we hear the Spirit’s call and direction as we move 

forward! 



11:15 am Sunday during 

church with K—4th grade 

 

WANTED:  Leader for our Children's Church!   

Sundays from 11:00-12:30 with  
children age Kindergarten through 3rd grade.   

Contact  the church office.   

 

Sunday Evenings from 6:00—8:00 pm 

At the Church In the Fellowship Hall  

All kids grade 6– 12 are welcome!  

Devotion, Food, Activities, Games,  
Servicer projects 

Friends of Christ meet on the stage, studying  

Seeking a Closer Walk with God; with Jackie Carter  

JOY Class in Room 206, Adult Bible class studying 

Learning to Pray, by Judson Press with Bill Carter 

Adult Elective   Mary Burman will continue with  
THE JOURNEY lessons on December 28 and January 
4.  Eric Moorhouse will continue the study of  
Devotional Classics until Lent. 

Child Care for babies to age 2 in 

Room 106 from 9:30 am—10:45 

am; babies to  age 4 10:45 am—

Noon,  with  Trudy Moe  

Preschool for children 3—5 not in 

Kindergarten in  

    Room 109 learning about different stories of  

    Jesus with team of Phyllis Dunbar, Karen Steeve  

    & Brenda Lundblad  

Discovery Kingdom for ages 5 (in Kindergarten) -  

     5th grade in Room 108 learning about Ester,  

    The Courageous Queen, with Diana Kocornik  

  and Sandra Brown 

Youth Sunday School—for grades 6—12 in Room 115, Pictures of God ,  with Christy & Russ Oliver 

 
Too young for youth group? Too old for  

children’s activities? Tweens is a special 

group for friends in 4th, 5th, and 6th grade 

to get together have fun and discuss faith 

issues and have even more fun.  

Come join our FBC Tween  

Scene Group on Sundays  

at 6:00—8:00 pm!  

Invite your friends!  



American Baptist Women Ministries (ABWM)  

Wednesday, February 11 at noon— 

**At Norma’s house, 1321 Spring Creek  

Hostesses:  Louise & Margaret  

Program: April, Needs of Children  

Bible Book of the Month: Ruth 

Bring a friend! All women welcome! 

 College/ Young Adult   

Weekly Bible Study  

            Welcome to a weekly Bible 

Study for you!  Monday nights at  

7:30 pm at Hastings  

 For more information contact:   

Maggie Harrop at 307-760-0305 

Men’s Coffee  

Monday Mornings at 6:30 am  

at Coal Creek, 110 Grand Ave   

Dorcas Circle Wednesday,  

February 18 2015  at 9:30 am 

Meet in Room 112 downstairs. Mission 

Projects such as roll bandages, knit, and 

put together an afghan to donate!  

All women are welcome!  

Sundays 12:30 pm—1:30 pm  

Anyone is welcome to join!  

Wednesdays 5:30 pm 

Anyone is welcome to join!  

Come join us on February 27 at  

7:00 pm on the Final Friday of  

every month to enjoy a snack, 

games and fellowship! Bring a 

snack to share, game and/or 

friend and enjoy Christian   

Fellowship!  

Everyone is Welcome! 

4th Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm on  

February 24, 2015.  

For Younger women of the church; all those who cannot 

make it to ABW; or those that would like to connect with 

the Younger Women in the church  

 



Heart to Heart is a local Christian Pregnancy 

Resource Clinic where their mission is to help 

turn crisis pregnancies into blessings. Heart 

to Heart provides physical and spiritual  

life-affirming choices for women and their 

families facing unplanned pregnancies. Heart 

to Heart is currently having their annual Baby 

Bottle fundraiser to support their pregnancy 

counseling program.  To participate please 

take a baby bottle from the lobby area and 

fill it with loose change, cash, or a check and 

return the baby bottles to Karen Steeve or 

the church office. All checks of $25.00 or 

more that are received will be placed in a 

drawing for a beautiful handmade quilt. 

Please return baby bottles by Palm Sunday, 

March 29thth.  

For more information or any questions that 

you may have regarding the Baby Bottle 

Fundraiser, please contact Karen Steeve 

(307) 742-9750 or (307) 399-6227 or Heart to 

Heart directly at (307) 745-3444.   Thank you 

for all of your support with this wonderful 

mission. 

Many children rely on 
school cafeterias for their 
most nutritious meal of the 
day.  In some cases, this 
may be the only meal a 
child receives. Each Friday 
afternoon during the 
school year, kids are  

discreetly and confidentially provided a 
food filled backpack to ensure they have 
something to eat during the weekend. 

Backpack food programs have been shown 
to increase attendance, decrease behavior 
problems, improve concentration abilities of 
students and improve student academic 
achievement. 

Currently, Laramie Schools are sending out 
96 backpacks a week!  

We need donations of kid friendly foods 
such as: peanut butter, small containers of 
fruits, puddings, flip-top soups, ramen noo-
dles, mac ‘n cheese, juices, healthy snacks 
or other kid friendly foods. Help fill the Blue 
Tub outside the office!  
 
Thank you for your generous and ongoing 
support!  

Retired Ministers and  

Missionaries Offering (RMMO) 

was received in January.  

We received $676. 00 

 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Service—February 18 at 7:00 pm 

Weekly study—Thursdays, starting February 26 at 

5:30 pm with supper, Study 6:15—7:30 pm. There 

will be two groups— Adult (led by Pastor Jeff) & 

Children (led by Karen Steeve).   

 Watch the bulletin and for March  

newsletter for the topics/curriculum.  



Greetings from Chiang Rai, Thailand.  Thank you for your continuing support of our time and  
ministry with the students of Chiang Rai International Christian School. We are doing okay, still 
struggling with jet lag and try to dealing with the weather here.  In the mornings in is in the 50’s and 
moves up to the 80’s by afternoon.  The students are wearing coats in the morning to class but 
wearing only light shirts by 3:30. 
 
During the Christmas break when we were in Laramie several people asks us about the curriculum 
the church provide for the school.  The class is called ‘Earth and Space’.  The first nine weeks is 
about weather and climate change.  The students adjusted to not having a textbook but relying on 
videos and the major of the information coming from the computer program.  We are now into the 
astronomy section.  NASA has a huge library of pictures to draw from and a lot of addition  
information.  The information available is huge.  It is hard to select which pictures to use and how to 
use them.   
 
This Friday night we will take a field trip out about 45 minutes into the mountain west of here to do 
some star grazing.  I asked some parents to help find a place that was away from the lights of the 
city and high up.  This should be an exciting time.   
 
This last weekend Jane was in Chiang Mai attending a college recruiting fair.  One student and his 
parents were particularly thankful for Jane’s help.  She have made several contact with the recruiters 
and she is able to match the college with the needs of the students.  She had a good time. 
 
Please be in prayer for our school, as we need 4 elementary teachers and 4 secondary teachers for 
next year.  If you know of any who might be interested in coming to teach please have them contact 
us and we will give them the information.et 
 
Because of your support we are able to develop our science curriculum with new equipment and 
chemicals.  The school budget covers just so much and the need is was on going.  
 
We have told the administration that we will return another year.  Please pray that we will continue in 
good health through this next year. 
 
In Christ’s Love 
Jane and Morley Langdon 



February celebrations 

Birthdays 
5— Jenny (Tanner) Eisenhauer 

6—Rick Pantier, Joleen Pantier 

7—Norma Kirkaldie 

12—Jeanette Pulley  

13—Lindsey Rodriguez 

26—Sandra Brown  

 

Anniversaries 
1— Keith & Sandra Brown  
             

Please let the office know if we missed your  birthday or  

anniversary so we can add it to our list!  

THANK YOU TO. . . 

. . ..to everyone, especially our kids, who contributed 
pieces of art work to our First Baptist Nativity Art 
Show!  One of the contributions was a poem by Glen-
da Hines which is printed here for those who were 
unable to attend the show.  

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 Who Is This Child 

Who is this child, the one they call Jesus 

What will he be, what will he do 

They say he was born from a virgin, he's the Son  

      of God 

He will teach us about the Love of God and save   

      us from our sins 

But Oh the price he will pay to save you and me 

The pain he will go through I can hardly say 

It brings tears to my eyes, my heart it breaks 

But soon after he'll rise again 

And his love for us will never end 

Soon we will meet this child they call Jesus 

One day we'll get to go home and be with Him. 

                                          By Glenda Hines   

 

 

First Baptist Church,  

   Heart to Hear would like to thank you so much 

for donating a huge load of baby supplies (diapers, 

wipes, clothes, toys, etc.) and delivering it to us. 

God bless and thanks again!  

     Sincerely,  

  Heart to Heart Staff 

* We will be featured in their newsletter.  

Our Church Giving in 2014:  

* United Mission     $8,222.50 

* Interfaith/Good Samaritan   $2,063.75 

* Intuitional Support     $1,300.00 

*  Love Gift     $   132.00 

*  Northern Thailand Mission   $   930.00 

 Special Science Fundraiser $2,795 

*  Diaconate Fund    $4,130.00 

 Cards (Food, Gas)   $1,300.00 

 Housing: Rent, Hotel $1,212.00 

             Utilities      $471.00 

 Backpack Program      $600.00 

 Misc.        $767.00 

 

Special Offerings 

* Retired Ministers & Missionary   $  900.00 

* America For Christ        $  953.00 

* Easter             $  536.00 

 * One Great Hour of Sharing       $1,163.18 

* World Mission        $2,245.00 

* Christmas          $1,481.27 

    - Split between Myers Mission in Bulgaria & Interfaith 

Donations Needed  

Discovery Kingdom and Preschool 

Sunday school classes are in need 

of nutritional snacks. If you are 

willing to donate some people bring them to the 

office or let one of the Sunday school  

teachers know. We appreciate it!   



 

FBC Upcoming Events 

Mark Your Calendars 

 February 18—Ash Wednesday service, 7 pm  

 February 26, March 5, 12, 26, April 2—Lenten Study starting with dinner at 5:30 pm  

 February 27-  Family & Friends Fun Night, 7:00 pm  

 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
AN AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCH 

1517 East Canby Street 
Laramie, WY 82072 

laramiefirstbaptist@gmail.com 
www.laramiefirstbaptist.org  

Pastor Jeff Lundblad 
Mary Jean Honeycutt, Music Director 

Sandra Brown, Administrator  and  
Newsletter Editor   

Office Telephone: 307-745-4106 
Hilltop Christian Child Care: 742-2822 

Church Office Hours 
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  

WINTER SUNDAY SCHEDULE  
Sunday School 9:30 am  

Worship  11:00 am  
Children’s Church  11:15 am 

Fellowship 12:15 pm  
 

Mission Statement: 
To share the Good News of Christ’s 

love—in word and deed!   

Return Service Requested 

Church @ First Baptist Church of Laramie 

Youth @1st Baptist Youth Group -Laramie 

We are now on Facebook!  


