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Culture.  Like the water in which fish swim and the air we breathe, most of the time we are hardly aware of the culture 

that we swim in.  I had a Missions professor in seminary that grew up as a surfer in California, and described his first 

teaching job in Dickinson, ND as a “gentle exposure to cross-cultural missions.”  Like my professor, we often don’t be-

come aware of issues of culture until we’ve been moved to a place outside our native culture.  Once there, we begin to 

compare and contrast with our experiences identifying “Good” and “Bad” as we seek to find comfort in new waters.  

Social scientists tell us that our cultural background as well as our current cultural context influence our attitudes, be-

liefs, opinions as well as affecting our ability to succeed in different contexts.   

As Christians, we float in various cultural waters as well.  I discovered this working in Eastern Pennsylvania in seminary.  

The Mennonite church I interned in was part of a tradition which also includes the Amish and the Old Order Mennonites 

which have formed cultures distinctly separated from their surrounding culture.  Yet some of them were not necessarily 

serious Christians, but were such a part of those cultures that they maintained the lifestyle.  I have also head of this hap-

pening more locally within the Mormon context.  There are those who consider themselves cultural Mormons despite a 

lack of a pious lifestyle. 

We Protestant Christians do the same thing as well, though I think we put a different twist on it.  While some of us main-

tain a cultural Christianity, more often than not, we draw the secular into our Christian culture.  I think the most egre-

gious example I’ve experienced happened a few years ago in a church in the Philly suburbs.  This church was considering 

merging with an Asian church, and as part of the process had been intentionally having events with both congregations 

worshiping together.  As with any other Christmas Eve service, various musical offerings were made, including one flutist 

from the other church playing what I consider one of the WORST songs disguised as a Holiday tune, “Last Christmas” by 

the 80’s duo Wham.  This is a song that promises that a jilted lover won’t be reckless in their affections this Christmas 

because they got burned last year.  Imagine going from that to singing Silent Night by candle light…  

It was a moment that stood in such stark contrast to the humility of the event at the root of what we celebrate.  The 

greatest birth in human history, God’s son, our Savior, was born to a repressed people; born to poor peasants and laid in 

a feed trough.  This we celebrate by excessive spending, indulgent eating and drinking and profane it all by talking about 

the ‘spirit of Christmas’.  In truth, the real spirit of Christmas is a humble spirit, grounded in the realization that this 

world is a very dark place and that each and every one of us needs to grasp on to the Light of the World that is God’s gift 

to us in Jesus.  Don’t be distracted from the real spirit of Christmas by all the music, decorations and gifts.  These things 

are all just twinkling lights that have no real lasting endurance.  Jesus came to a humble family in a lowly position be-

cause of the very nature of God’s blessing.  Blessed are the poor and the poor in spirit, because in Jesus we are given 

hope!  Jesus’ resurrection proves the lasting endurance of that hope and gives us assurance for the future.   

I hope and pray that each one of you can retain the true spirit of Christmas throughout this next year.  I pray that your 

resolutions and efforts work towards peace and justice for all  God’s children.  I pray that however God blesses you this 

year  that you receive that blessing with grace and respond  

with hope and love! 



11:15 am Sunday during 

church with K—4th grade 

 

WANTED:  Leader for our Children's Church!   

Sundays from 11:00-12:30 with children  
ages 4 through 3rd grade.  Contact Linda Tanner, 

Mary Burman, or the church office.   

Sunday Evenings from 6:00—8:00 pm 

At the Church In the Fellowship Hall  

All kids grade 6– 12 are welcome!  

Devotion, Food, Activities, Games,  

Servicer projects 

Starting January 11, 2015  

Friends of Christ meet on the stage, studying  

Seeking a Closer Walk with God; with Jackie Carter  

JOY Class in Room 206, Adult Bible class studying 

Learning to Pray, by Judson Press with Bill Carter 

Adult Elective   Mary Burman will continue with  
THE JOURNEY lessons on December 28 and January 
4.  Eric Moorhouse will continue the study of  
Devotional Classics until Lent. 

Child Care for babies to age 2 in 

Room 106 from 9:30 am—10:45 

am; babies to  age 4 10:45 am—

Noon,  with  Trudy Moe  

Preschool for children 3—5 not in Kindergarten in  

    Room 109 learning about different stories of  

    Jesus with team of Phyllis Dunbar, Karen Steeve  

    & Brenda Lundblad  

Discovery Kingdom for ages 5 (in Kindergarten) -  

     5th grade in Room 108 learning about Ester, The  

     Courageous Queen, with Diana Kocornik and  

Youth Sunday School—for grades 6—12 in Room 115, Pictures of God ,  with Christy & 

Russ Oliver 



American Baptist Women Ministries (ABWM)  

Wednesday, January 7 at noon— 

Hostesses:  Norma Kirkaldie, 1321 Spring Creek  

NOTE: Change of Location!!! 

Program: Margaret Prine, Special Interest Missionaries  

Bible Book of the Month: Acts 

Bring a friend! All women welcome! 

 College/ Young Adult   

Weekly Bible Study  

            Welcome to a weekly Bible 

Study for you!  Monday nights at  

7:30 pm at Hastings  

 For more information contact:   

Maggie Harrop at 307-760-0305 

Men’s Coffee  

Monday Mornings at 6:30 am  

at Coal Creek, 110 Grand Ave   

Dorcas Circle Wednesday,  

January 21, 2015  at 9:30 am 

Meet in Room 112 downstairs. Mission 

Projects such as roll bandages, knit, and 

put together an afghan to donate!  

All women are welcome!  

Will resume January  11, 2015 

Sundays 12:30 pm—1:30 pm  

Anyone is welcome to join!  

Will resume January 14, 2015   

Wednesdays 5:30 pm 

Anyone is welcome to join!  

Come join us on January 30 at  

7:00 pm on the Final Friday of  

every month to enjoy a snack, 

games and fellowship! Bring a 

snack to share, game and/or 

friend and enjoy Christian   

Fellowship!  

Everyone is Welcome! 

4th Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm on  

January 27, 2015.  

For Younger women of the church; all those who cannot 

make it to ABW; or those that would like to connect with 

the Younger Women in the church  

 



On Friday, January 9, 2015 the Camp Wyoba Board is  

hosting WyobaFest 2015: A Mountaintop Experience. This 

fundraising event will include dinner, live music, a silent and 

live auction, and other fun things. We want to celebrate 

the accomplishments of Camp Wyoba over the past year, 

and raise funds for some exciting future projects.  

Without restroom facilities in the center of camp,  

attending Wyoba for a retreat or camp can be daunting. When nature calls it can be quite a hike to  

get things taken care of. We are wanting to build a new snack shack with restrooms near the current  

location of the snack shack. All proceeds from WyobaFest 2015 will be used to build this new facility.  

How can you help? There are four ways:  

~ Attend the WyobaFest 2015 on January 9th. This event will be held in Cheyenne at the First  

Baptist Church beginning at 6:00. Dinner and fun will cost $15 with all proceeds going to the snack 

shack/restroom facility. We have obtained rooms at the Holiday Inn for a cost of $79 for those  

attending from out of town.  

~ Donate a basket, an item, or services for the silent and live auctions. Join in with your church  

family to create the best basket or you can donate a single item that is especially nice. What  

services can you offer that someone else might need? Donate so that we can build these fantastic 

new facilities. We will need all items for the auction in Cheyenne by January 1st, so that we can  

coordinate the auctions. Don't forget to put some money aside between now and then so that you can 

purchase some items. Who knows what will be donated.  

~ Make a donation to Camp Wyoba now and get the momentum going. A generous individual has  

already given $1000. Any donation large or small makes a difference.  

~ Pray. Prayers for Camp Wyoba have been working all summer, and I don't think God wants to quit 

blessing us now.  

“THE GIVING TREE “Baby Shower for Jesus 

Our Giving Tree this year will have tags for gifts to 

provide a LARAMIE BABY SHOWER FOR JESUS.   We 

donated: 4 gift packages (diapers, wipes, bath  

essentials, clothes, toy and a board book) to 4 new 

mothers that gives to the mothers that participate 

in their pre-natal classes Heart-to-Heart (a local 

pregnancy resource clinic)  We also donated:  

diapers,  wipes,  and baby formula to SAFE House.  

 

 

This year we are going give our  

Christmas Offering to:  

 Myers mission in Bulgaria  

 Interfaith  



NOTE: There will be an  

All—Church Business meeting  

on January 25 after worship.  Please plan to 

attend! There will be a potato bar for lunch! 

Merry Christmas to all, may this season bring a new sense of joy and happiness in Christ to each of you. 

 

We have been truly blessed this Christmas.  The Karen church we have been a part of invited us to share in 

the Christmas spirit with caroling and gift - giving.  About 45 adults and children came to our house to sing 

Christmas carols on Saturday night, ( see my facebook page for video).  On Sunday Santa Claus provided 

stuffed animals to over 150 people in the church and the community, ages 2 months to 70 years.   What a de-

lightful time! 

 

Thank you for your continuing support in our teaching ministry at the Chiang Rai International Christian 

School in northern Thailand. 

 

Jane and Morley Langdon 

The church has been able 
restore their buildings with 
new roofs, new ceilings and 

new furnishings.  

BACKPACK FOOD PROGRAM 
FOR SCHOOL KIDS 

 

 

 

There are high needs for food in this  

program for the Children. Please help over fill the 

tub! The need for weekend food for some chil-

dren is so great, we have decided to  

continue to support the Backpack program 

through our Missions in Action focus.  Bring pea-

nut butter, small containers of fruits,  

puddings, flip-top soups, ramen noodles, mac ‘n 

cheese, juices, healthy snacks or  

other kid friendly food. They have been  

sending out 135 backpacks. The need  is  

increasing every week.  Thank you for your gen-

erous and ongoing support!  

Retired Ministers and  

Missionaries Offering 

(RMMO)  - will be received 

in January. This is a thank 

you offering for Christ’s 

servants, now retired, often with low pensions, 

this is how we say thank you in a tangible way 

to the denomination’s retired ministers and 

missionaries or their widowed spouses. It is 

based on financial need; and “Thank You” 

checks, based on 15 or more years of ABC  

service.   



January celebrations 

Birthdays 
4—Derrek Powell 

6—Sarah Lange 

9—Phil Trumbull 

10—Jack Harrop 

13—Joan Vass 

15—Reeda Stoll 

19—Karsen Maas 

28—Natalie Stoll, Linda Tanner 

20—Karen Campbell, Deanna Johnson  

 

Anniversaries 
25—Bill & Jackie Carter 

31—Don & Glenda Hines  
             

Please let the office know if we missed your  birthday or  

anniversary so we can add it to our list!  

THANK YOU TO. . . 

. . . All those who helped decorate the Church during 
Hanging of the Greens: Keith, Sandra, Bryanna and 
Shania Brown; Mary Burman; Phyllis Dunbar, Sam 
Dunbar; Gwen & Clark Fodder;  Maggie Harrop, Kate 
Harrop; Don & Billie Hofferber; Dean & April Johnson; 
Jeff, Brenda, Jack, Zane, Sarah Lundblad; Connie  
Pliley; Botao Qui; Roger, Karen, Harrison, Delanie 
Steeve.  

. . . all who made Advent and Christmas wonderful at 
First Baptist! 

. . . all who delivered cookies to special folks 

. .  .all the Advent candle lighter families:  Rodriguez/
Gonzales, Keith Brown Family, Moe/Broaddus, Roger 
Steeve Family, Russ Oiver family 

. . . every one who shared their items for our First 
Baptist CHRISTMAS ART SHOW 

. . . Mary Jean Honeycutt, director; Alla Latchininsky, 
pianist, Eric Moorhouse, Phyllis Dunbar, soloists, and 
Russ Oliver, narrator, and each faithful choir member 
for Christmas music and the Christmas cantata. . . to 
the Handbell Ringers for prelude music each Sunday 
of Advent! 

Dear Church Family: 
      
Thank you for praying for our great-granddaughter 
after cancer was discovered in her right eye.  God an-
swered your prayers for a good outcome.  The eye had 
to be  
removed, but Adele is cancer-free.  Praise God!   
  

Rejoice in the Spirit of Christmas, 

May Peace and Joy be with you 

always!   

            Your ABCRM Staff,  

                             Mike Oldham  

Let us worship the Christ Child by 

following His light, living in His 

love, rejoicing in the miracle.  

                 Your Friends at Central.  

                 Blessings to you this Advent season! Steve 

Heart to Heart 

At Christmas we give thanks to God for His many bless-

ings, which come to us through your support. And we 

thank you, too, for your willingness to be used by Him 

to save and change lives.  

             Merry Christmas! From the Board of Directors  

Blessings this Christmas and New Year!  

                         Love and Christ,  

                            Roni Johnson  

“Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring 

forth a son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel, 

which being interpreted is, God with us. Matthew 1:23 

                             Cheyenne West Gideon Camp  

Last month, I forgot to include a 

thank you to all of you for your 

generous gifts to me for Pastor 

Appreciation Month.  I can’t 

thank you enough for your gifts!  

Even more so, I can’t thank you 

enough for being the loving 

body of Christians that you are!  I have thoroughly  

enjoyed each and every cup of coffee from your gifts.  

Thank You!  Thank You!  Thank You! 



FBC Upcoming Events 

Mark Your Calendars 

December 31—New Year’s Eve Party/Game Night, 7pm—10ish 

January 9—WyobaFest, Cheyenne WY 6:00 pm  

January 25—12:30 pm, All Church Business Meeting  with Potato Bar lunch  

January 30—7:00 pm, Final Friday Family & Friends Fun Night  

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
AN AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCH 

1517 East Canby Street 
Laramie, WY 82072 

laramiefirstbaptist@gmail.com 
www.laramiefirstbaptist.org  

Pastor Jeff Lundblad 
Mary Jean Honeycutt, Music Director 

Sandra Brown, Administrator  and  
Newsletter Editor   

Office Telephone: 307-745-4106 
Hilltop Christian Child Care: 742-2822 

Church Office Hours 
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.  

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHEDULE  
Worship  9:30 am  

Children’s Church  9:45 am 
Fellowship 10:45 am  

Adult Sunday School 11:00 am  
 

Mission Statement: 
To share the Good News of Christ’s 

love—in word and deed!   

Return Service Requested 

Church @ First Baptist Church of Laramie 

Youth @1st Baptist Youth Group -Laramie 

We are now on Facebook!  


