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O, the mystery of God’s dwelling! 

We can say our Advent worship theme reverentially and in awe as an expression of worship for God’s profound act of  

entering the human world, or we can say it with frustration and confusion as we try to make sense of the stupendous 

event of the incarnation at the heart of the season—the enfleshment of God! 

  A paradoxical mystery is performed today! 

  Natures are innovated, and God becomes human! 

  Remaining what he was, he received what he was not, 

  Enduring no confusion or division, 

 

  Lord, appearing in Bethlehem, you dwelt in the cave; 

  Having a heavenly throne, you were laid in a manger; 

  You descended to the shepherds amidst armies of encircling angels, 

  In order to save our race, as the compassionate one: glory to you! 

 

  How shall I explain the great mystery? The unfleshly is enfleshed; 

  The Word is made full; the unseen appears and the untouchable touched; 

  The one without beginning begins; Son of God becomes Son of Man; 

  Jesus Christ, yesterday and today the same, and to all the ages.  
 
This hymn from the Greek Orthodox Church expresses the sense of mystery, awe, and wonder we felt as a planning team 

when we immersed ourselves in this year’s scripture readings for Advent through Epiphany.  

For most of its history, the Christian church treated Advent as a penitential season. While the culture (and many within 

the church) revel in a consumer frenzy that climaxes on Christmas Day, the church, when true to its calling, calls for a four

-week period of introspection, a time to ponder the depth of evil’s hold upon our lives and our world, and to reflect on 

what is required for redemption from this mess. Thus Advent’s emphasis on penitence in music, text, and visuals might be 

jarring even for Christians. We are tempted to think that Christmas is over on Christmas morning, forgetting that we have 

the twelve days between Christmas and Epiphany to revel in and celebrate with joy the mystery of what God’s dwelling 

means to us.  As you prepare for the Christmas season, allow yourself the grace of recognizing that this world needs a  

savior as much today as it ever has; journey with the scriptures in seeking a light to illuminate our darkness.  Consider the 

wonder that God loves us so much that God condescended to become fully human, and yet remain fully God.  O, the  

mystery of God’s dwelling! 

S. Roy Kaufman freely translated this Christmas hymn used in a vesper service for 
December 26 in the Greek Orthodox Church (from Great and Holy Prayer Book of 
Orthodox Christians, p. 610, published in Athens in 1969 by A. and E. Papademetriou).  



College/Young Adult in the Library with  

    Eric Moorhouse  

        College/ Young Adult 

Weekly Bible Study  

            Welcome to a weekly Bible 

Study for you!   

             Monday nights at 7:30 pm at    

           Hastings, next to Kmart  

Meeting only Dec. 2 & 9 until 2014! 

 For more information contact:   

Maggie Harrop at 307-760-0305 

Friends of Christ meet on the stage, studying Seeking  

a Closer Walk with God; with Jackie Carter  

JOY Class in Room 206, Adult Bible class studying First 

Things, by Judson Press with Bill Carter 

Adult Elective    
Beginning December 1:at 9:30 a.m. for adults/

students:  Mary Had a Baby:  An Advent Study Based 

on African American Spirituals 

Meet in prayer room; study is led by Mary Burman 

 
   

 

 

Child Care for babies to age 2 in Room 106  with    

    Trudy Moe from 9:30 am—10:45 am; babies to    

    age 4 10:45 am—Noon 

Preschool for children 3—5 not in Kindergarten in  

    Room 109  with Maggie Harrop and Phyllis Dunbar  

Discovery Kingdom for ages 5 (in Kindergarten) - 5th  

    grade   in Room 108 with Diana Kocornik and  

    Sandra Brown 

Junior High for grades 6—8 in Room 115 with 

Christy Oliver 

Senior High for grades 9—12 in Room 112 with Russ Oliver  

Sunday Evenings from 6:00—8:00 pm 

At the Church In the Fellowship Hall  

All kids grade 6– 12 are welcome!  

Devotion, Food, Activities, Games,  

Servicer projects 

NO YOUTH GROUP  DEC. 15, 22, 29! 

11:15 am after the Worship songs until 12:00 pm  

For ages 5 years old—3rd grade  

 



Once again, we are sponsoring the 

Backpack program. There are high 

needs for food for children during the 

weekend.  As many as 17 million  

children nationwide are struggling 

with what is known as food insecurity.  

     Please  donate peanut butter, small 

containers of fruits, puddings, flip-top 

soups, ramen noodles, mac ‘n cheese, 

juices, healthy snacks or  

other kid friendly food.  

 

Please place food donations in the  

blue tub outside the office.  

Backpack Program  
(ABWM)  

Wednesday, December 4— Lunch provided; 
Hostesses: Brenda Lundblad & Arlene Denny   
Program: Hilltop Children will Sing 
Drama: Portraits of Mary  
Bring goodies to pack  Christmas tins for special folks! 
(We can use extra Christmas cookie tins)  

 

THANK YOU TO. . . 

. . . Billie Hofferber for organizing the wonderful Thanksgiving 

Dinner and for their monthly table decorations & to all who 

helped in the kitchen serving and doing the dishes    

. . . For all who helped decorate the church for Advent/

Christmas.  

. . .  THANKS to Linda Tanner for organizing the Adult Forum 

and Dinner & Cinema! 

Everyone is welcome to come to the 1st Annual 

New Year’s Eve Party Dec. 31 at 9:00 pm to Mid-

night at the church!  

There will be games, snacks and hopefully the 

Rockin’ New Year’s Eve party on big screen!  

Bring a game & snack to share, and bring family 

and friends and have a blast on New Year’s Eve!  

Youth Group is planning a  

Free Parents’ Night Out for  

Christmas Shopping!  

All ages of kids are welcome.  

Infants through 6th grade!   

December 5 & 9 | 5:30—8:00 pm 

(Drop In/ Pick-Up Anytime)  

Fun for Kids! Safe! FREE!  



Sundays 12:30 pm   
Choir rehearsals  every Sunday  

at 12:30 pm .  
All are welcome to come a join in  

worship through song!  

 

Handbells every Thursday evening at 5:45 pm— 7:00 pm 

If you’ve got rhythm, then we have music for you to play in a 

handbell choir! For the experienced ringer or for one who’d 

just like to give ringing a try, there’s a place for you in hand 

bell choir! Everyone is welcome!  

Weekly Guitar Workshop   

Sundays at 5:30pm 

Beginners are especially welcome!   

Come and bring along your guitar!  

Missionary Update  
Happy Thanksgiving.  Hope everyone is enjoying the holiday.  In Thailand, they celebrate a similar festival with a 
New Rice Celebration.  The churches have special worship services and invite neighboring churches for the  
celebration.  It is quite a festive time with special music, traditional food and renewal of friendships and family 
ties.  (see pictures)  
 
This year we participated in LoyKrathong, a new year celebration of the northern part of Thailand from the  
previous century.  Lanterns are set off into the sky with fireworks and floated Krathong, flowers with banana 
leaves around the edge, made by our students.  We went down to a nearby river where the festival takes place 
on Friday night when it was not too crowded.  Some local children helped us with the how-to of it all.  We had a 
very delightful time with our some of the other faculty members.   
 
Thank you very much for your prayer support concerning my mother.  She will be going home on Monday,  
November 25, to Park Place.  Hospice will be coming in to do outpatient care about the first part of December.  
The antibiotic she is taking does not seem to wipe out all the bacteria and they come back with regularity and 
much faster.  She is becoming weaker and has developed cancer in a lung and her bladder.  Please continue to 
pray for her. 
 
The school has asked for a decision by December 1 about returning next year.  So please be in prayer for us as 
we seek God’s direction for the near future.  We are doing well health wise and look forward to visiting with  
everyone at Christmastime.   
 
On December 4 we will travel to Burma for five days to join with other American Baptists in the 200 th year  
celebration of Adoniram Judson beginning Baptist mission work in the world.  Adoniram Judson was the first 
Protestant missionary sent from North America to preach in Burma.   
 
Again we appreciate your continuing support for us here in Thailand as we serve as volunteer teachers to  
students of other missionaries and Thai, Akha and Karen students at the Chiang Rai International Christian 
School. 
      Jane & Morley Langdon  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missionary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_America


Can you find 23 candy canes?  

ADVENT BEGINS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30 

We need volunteers to help decorate on Saturday, 

November 30th at 9:00 am  to decorate the church 

for Advent and Christmas! Help us put up the trees 

and other seasonal decorations. On Sunday Dec. 1, 

the first Advent Candle will be lighted, and the chil-

dren will begin the Nativity Scene during Godprints!  

Saturday, November 30—HANGING OF THE GREENS, 9:00 am— Noon; help decorate  

the church for the Advent and Christmas season; Soup and Bread Lunch to follow   

Wednesdays  December 4, 11, 18–  ADVENT @ FIRST BAPTIST, there will be two groups— Adult & 

Children.  Dec. 4—Soup and Bread Dinner; Dec. 11—Taco bar,; Dec. 18 Potatoes bar (see above article)  

Sunday, December 15, at 11:00 am— 

”THE MYSTERY OF GOD’S DWELLING IN MUSIC,” a variety of solos, choir, handbells 

and children program.   

Friday, December 20, at 3:30 pm—CHRISTMAS CAROLING,  meet at the church at 

3:30 pm to go caroling at residential facilities and at the homes of several of our special shut-

in folks. Call the church if you know of someone who would enjoy having 

the carolers come to sing. Everyone is welcome to join the carolers.  

Monday, December 24 at 7:00 pm—CHRISTMAS EVE CANDELIGHT SERVICE, 

Join us for a traditional service of carols and candlelight.   

Instead of a Giving Tree this year, 

due to Community Holidays having 

nowhere to store their items and  

being forced to close, we are going to 

be doing an Envelope Tree this year. 

This is to donate money that will be 

given to the Deacon's Fund to go to 

those in our congregation and to  

Interfaith for those who are  in need 

this season. The Diaconate  

committee will be deciding who is in 

most need and would benefit. If you 

have a suggestion you can let Pastor 

Jeff know.  

Advent @ First Baptist 
Lightening the Way 

Supper 5:30-6:15; Study 6:15-7:15; Home 7:30 
 

Advent is the season we await the birth of Christ.  His coming brings light to the Christian faith. 

During Advent @ First Baptist, Wednesday Dec 4th, 11th and 18th people of all ages can eat together and prepare for 

the coming of the Light. Jeff will be leading the adults in a continuation of the thoughts he presents during Advent 

Sunday Worship, deepening our understanding of The Mysteries of God’s Dwelling.  Linda will teach the youth and 

children understanding the Tradition of Advent and Jesus Birth.  Youth will assist in the teaching of the children.  All 

are welcome and encouraged to attend this new service addition to our Christmas Worship.   

 

Sign-up sheets are available for worshipers to assist in the meal preparation, serving or clean-up after the service.   



Requests 

“But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most  

holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit…” Jude 1:20  

Emphasis:   Pray for our healthcare in Laramie and our 

Country;  Pray for the Philippines as over 10,000 are  

assumed dead and the devastation of their country  

Sympathy: To Sandra Brown’s family in the passing of her 

mother, Sharon McGurn, on Nov. 15.  

Health: Briana Bare; Barbara Brewster; Steve DeVries;  

Bonnie Dumler; Don Hines; Glenda Hines; Billie Hofferber; 

Bev Kagel; John Kirkaldie; Bonnie Lankford; Connie Pliley; 

Leland  Powell; Margaret Prine; Lindsey Rodriguez; Wilma 

Weibel; Lois Wiseman; Carolyn Wynes  

David Dunbar received a head injury and is improving; 

Sarah Lange’s classmate, Amy, who is having  

medical problems and is also looking for health answers 

Out of Town: Frances Beisly; Esther Langdon;  Donna 

Wheeler; Kathy Wagstaff—Joan Vass’s daughter,  

recovering from a stroke; Leland and Pat Powell’s friend 

Shirley Jairell who had Pancreatic Surgery 

Ivinson Home for Ladies: Irene Buckles; Natalie Stoll; 

Lois Wamhoff 

Spring Wind Assisted Living: Willard Leedy;  

Phil Trumbull 

Laramie Care Center: Sharon Moody; Ruth Mahaffey 

Programs: Joann Hudson– pray for the ministry at the 

Care Center & Spring Wind; 

Our Region: Region staff; Missionaries Tom and Terry  

Myers, in Bulgaria; Dan and Estela Schweissing, Region  

missionaries to refugees in the Denver area, they are in 

need of financial support; Jane and Morley Langdon; 

Gutierrez Family,  S. Africa  

General: Our country and its leaders; families in stress;  

people who have lost jobs; refugees throughout the 

world; victims of   violence; for peace in our world.   

Please contact the church office with your prayer requests.  

 

Deacon's Fund Update   
 

You may be interested to know some ways 
the Deacon's Fund has helped people during 
November.    
 Gas 
 Food 
 Auto Parts  

December celebrations 

Birthdays 
  3—Bonnie Dumler  

11—Pat Powell 

15—Gary McLain  

23—Phyllis Dunbar 

25—Jesus!!! 

27—Irene Buckles  

28—Barbara Brewster 

29—Jackie Carter, Madison Oliver  

Anniversaries 

 
Please let the office know if we missed your  birthday or  

anniversary so we can add it to our list!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon’s Online Now 

Check the Facebook page or website ! 

   

Our total offering is $1302.00. 

We Exceeded our goal!   

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Week 

December 23, 24, 26, 27!  

Shifts that are available:  

      8am to 10am, 10am to 12pm, and 12pm to 2pm  

They are in the most need 10—12! If you can help 

any day, please let the office know!  



FBC Upcoming Events 

Mark Your Calendars 

Nov. 30: 9:00 am— Noon Hanging of the Greens  

Dec. 4, 11, 18: 5:30 pm—7:30 pm Advent @ 1st Baptist  

Dec. 5 & 9—Parents’ Night Out, Free babysitting sponsored by the Youth Group  

Dec. 15 : 11:00 am Music Sunday “The Mystery of God’s Dwelling in Music”  

Dec. 20 :  3:30 pm Christmas Caroling; Meet at the church  

Dec. 23—27: Soup Kitchen Volunteer Week; 10 am – 12 pm 

Dec. 24: 7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service  

Dec. 31: 9:00 pm—Midnight,  New Year’s Eve Party  

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
AN AMERICAN BAPTIST CHURCH 

1517 East Canby Street 
Laramie, WY 82072 

laramiefirstbaptist@gmail.com 
www.laramiefirstbaptist.org  

Pastor Jeff Lundblad 
Mary Jean Honeycutt, Music Director 

Sandra Brown, Administrator  and  
Newsletter Editor   

Office Telephone: 307-745-4106 
Hilltop Christian Child Care: 742-2822 

Church Office Hours 
8:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.  

SUNDAY SCHEDULE  
Sunday School, All Ages 9:30 am  

Worship 11:00 am  
Children’s Church  11:15 am 

Fellowship 12:00 pm  
 

Mission Statement: 
To share the Good News of Christ’s 

love—in word and deed!   

Return Service Requested 

Church @ First Baptist Church of Laramie 

Youth @1st Baptist Youth Group -Laramie 

We are now on Facebook!  


